
Objective: To conduct a search of the PsycINFO electronic database at the UC Davis library

Requirements: computer with a browser such as Netscape or Internet Explorer, on-line connection , and a 
UC Davis login name and password.

Procedure: This tutorial illustrates the search process by using an example. Screen captures show each 
step, with arrows indicating necessary entries and actions. Once you have gone through it, you can 
substitute your own search terms.

There are many additional features. This tutorial shows only the essential ones. Experiment with other 
features as you become more familiar with the program.

Example: You are interested in the psychology of clothing.  Perhaps you wonder about its importance to 
teenagers.  You aren't sure where to start.  You do remember that a someone named Susan Kaiser wrote an 
article on the topic, but don't have a copy of the paper or the reference.  To find out what has been written, 
and to track down Kaiser, you can use the library's computer database.

The numbers and arrows on the following screen captures illustrate the necessary steps in the search.

Tutorial - COMPUTER-BASED LITERATURE SEARCH

STEP 1. Select 
CDL/MELVYL 
catalog (web)

STEP 2. Click under "To 
search: and scroll down to 
PscyINFO.

STEP 3. Click the 
SUBJECT box.

STEP 4. Enter your subject term in the box. 

STEP 6. Check the English language box 
(unless you want another language)

STEP 7. Select UC Davis (or another 
library, if you plan to use it).

STEP 8. At the bottom, click on Submit Search button.

STEP 5. Select subject category radio button 
- 1st is most general
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To start, go to the UC Davis library homepage at http://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/



Here is what you will see on the screen. Note that the exact numbers may be slightly different by 
the time you check this.

Too many - you need 
to focus your search.

STEP 9. Click on Find Fewer 
(available in 2 places).

STEP 13. Let's try to increase 
the number of citations. Click 
on Find More (either place).

This is a more manageable number.

This is what you have 
already entered.

STEP 10. Scroll down to Subject (1967-).

STEP 11. Enter a second term "adolscent."

STEP 12. Click on Submit Search.
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Using Keyword (instead of Subject) will broaden the search.

STEP 14. Scroll 
down to keyword.

This is what you have 
already entered.

STEP 16. To see the abstracts 
as well as the citations, use the 

scroll-down menu.

The number has 
increased to 29.

STEP 17. Click Display to view 
the citations and abstracts.

Don't panic if you see a large number of articles listed. The most recent articles are listed first, 
so it may not be necessary to go through the entire list.

STEP 18. Read through the citations 
and abstracts and click the checkbox to 

select those you want to save.

STEP 19. Select Print.

STEP 15. Click on Submit Search.
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STEP 20. Select citations 
and abstracts(assuming you 

want both)

STEP 22. Location: Scroll to  
UC Davs for call numbers & 

circulation info (unless you will 
be working at another library.

STEP 23. Click Format for 
Printing. This will bring up the 

document in your browser. 

STEP 25. Click BACK in the 
brower to see the previous 

screen. Try mailing it to 
yourself. Select Mail.

STEP 26. Select citations 
and abstracts(assuming 

you want both)

STEP 27. Location: Select UC 
Davs for call numbers & 

circulation info (unless you will 
be working at another library.

STEP 29. Send it.
STEP 28. Enter your 
e-mail address here.

You can change the 
subject line.

 Email annotation: Adds 
your note to the e-mail 

message.

STEP 31. Settings like those shown 
above. Download saves file to your 

computer as a text file.

STEP 30. Or you can download it to your computer 
as a text file.

STEP 24. From the top menu, select File and then select Print. 
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STEP 1. Start a new search, 
again indicating the 

PscyhINFO database. 

SEARCHING BY AUTHOR NAME

What about the paper by Susan Kaiser? Here's how to find her article.

STEP 3. Type in the 
author's name (case 

doesn't matter).

STEP 4. Scroll down for 
the UC Davis library

STEP 5. Submit your search.

Follow the previous steps with regard to either finding fewer or more citations. 

View the abstracts and make your choices.

Print, mail, or download, as you wish. 

STEP 2. Select AUTHOR.
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