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Education 
 

 

Ph.D. (2009): Social Psychology Northwestern University 

M. S. (2005): Social Psychology Northwestern University 

B. A. (2001): Psychology Cornell University 

 

 
 

Professional Experience 
 

 

2016-present Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of California, Davis 

 

2015-2016 Associate Professor, Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, 

University of Texas at Austin 

 

2012-2015 Assistant Professor, Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, 

University of Texas at Austin 

 

2009-2012 Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Texas A&M University 

 

2003-2009 Graduate Student, Department of Psychology, Northwestern University  

   (Advisor: Alice Eagly, Eli Finkel) 

 

2001-2003 Research Assistant, Bolger/Shrout Couples Lab, New York University 

 

2000-2001 Research Assistant, Krumhansl Music Psychology Lab, Cornell University 

 
 

Honors / Awards 
 

 

Caryl Rusbult Close Relationships Early Career Award, 2016 

University of Texas, College of Natural Sciences Teaching Excellence Award, 2014 

Foundation for Personality and Social Psychology SAGE Young Scholar Award, 2014 

Association for Psychological Science (APS) Rising Star, 2013 

Society for Experimental Social Psychology (SESP) Dissertation Award, 2010 

Dissertation Writing Fellowship recipient, Northwestern University, 2008-2009 

Dissertation Year Fellowship recipient, Northwestern University, 2007-2008 

NSF Graduate Research Fellowship recipient, 2004-2007 

Society for Personality and Social Psychology Graduate Student Poster Award – Runner-up, 2008 

Midwestern Psychological Association Graduate Student Paper Award (2007) – Attitudes and Social Cognition 



 

Federal Grants  
 

 

National Science Foundation Grant # 1243323 – A Phylogenetic Evolutionary Psychological Approach to Human 

Mating. (2/15/2012-8/31/2015). PI. Total funds: $276,194. 

 

National Science Foundation (revising for resubmission). In Pursuit of Optimal Research Practices for 

Psychological Science. Co-PI (PI Alison Ledgerwood; Co-PI Eli Finkel). Total funds: $524,958. 

 
 

 

Journal Publications 
 

 

Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., & Reis, H. T. (in press). Replicability and other features of a high-quality science: 

Toward a balanced and empirical approach. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Simpson, J. A., Eastwick, P. W. (in press). The psychology of close relationships: Fourteen core 

principles. Annual review of psychology.  

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2016). The emerging integration of close relationships research and evolutionary psychology. 

Current Directions in Psychological Science, 25, 183-190. 

 

Durante, K. W., Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., Gangestad, S. W., Simpson, J. A. (2016). Pair-bonded relationships 

and romantic alternatives: Toward an integration of evolutionary and relationship science perspectives. In J. M. 

Olson & M. P. Zanna (Eds.), Advances in Experimental Social Psychology (pp. 1-74). Burlington: Academic 

Press. 

 

Laurin, K., Fitzsimons, G. M., Finkel, E. J., Carswell, K. L., vanDellen, M. R., Hofmann, W., Lambert, N. M., 

Eastwick, P. W., Fincham, F. D., & Brown, P. C. (2016). Power and the pursuit of a partner’s goals. Journal of 

Personality and Social Psychology, 110, 840-868. 

 

Park, L. E., Young, A. F., Eastwick, P. W. Troisi, J. D., & Streamer, L. (2016). Desirable but not smart: Preference 

for smarter romantic partners impairs women’s STEM outcomes. Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 46, 

158-179. 

 

Vacharkulksemsuk, V., Reit, E., Khambatta, P., Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., & Carney, D. R. (2016). Dominant, 

open nonverbal displays are attractive at zero-acquaintance. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 

113, 4009-4014. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., & Durante, K. W. (2015). Adaptive workarounds. Current Opinion in Psychology, 1, 92-96. 

 

Finkel, E. J., & Eastwick, P. W. (2015). Attachment and pair-bonding. Current Opinion in Behavioral Sciences, 3, 

7-11. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., & Reis, H. T. (2015). Best research practices in psychology: Illustrating 

epistemological and pragmatic considerations with the case of relationship science. Journal of Personality and 

Social Psychology, 108, 275-297. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Norton, M. I., Reis, H. T., Ariely, D., Caprariello, P. A., Eastwick, P. W., Frost, J. H., & Maniaci, M. 

R. (2015). When does familiarity promote versus undermine interpersonal attraction? An integrative model 

from erstwhile adversaries. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 10, 3-19. 

 

Hunt, L. L., Eastwick, P. W., & Finkel, E. J. (2015). Leveling the playing field: Acquaintance length predicts 

reduced assortative mating on attractiveness. Psychological Science, 26, 1046-1053.  

 

Kelley, N. J., Eastwick, P. W., Harmon-Jones, E., & Schmeichel, B. J. (2015). Jealousy increased by induced 

relative left frontal cortical activity. Emotion, 15, 550-555. 

 

Park, L. E., Young, A. F., & Eastwick, P. W. (2015). (Psychological) distance makes the heart grow fonder: Effects 

of psychological distance and relative intelligence on men’s attraction to women. Personality and Social 

Psychology Bulletin, 41, 1459-1473.  



 

Eastwick, P. W. & Buck, A. A. (2014). Too much matching: A Social Relations Model enhancement of the pairing 

game. Teaching of Psychology, 41, 246-250 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Hunt, L. L. (2014). Relational mate value: Consensus and uniqueness in romantic evaluations. 

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 106, 728-751. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Luchies, L. B., Finkel, E. J, & Hunt, L. L. (2014) The predictive validity of ideal partner 

preferences: A review and meta-analysis. Psychological Bulletin, 140, 623-665. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Luchies, L. B., Finkel, E. J, & Hunt, L. L. (2014) The many voices of Darwin’s descendants: 

Reply to Schmitt (2014). Psychological Bulletin, 140, 673-681. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Neff, L. A., Finkel, E. J., Luchies, L. B., & Hunt, L. L. (2014). Is a meta-analysis a foundation or 

just another brick? Comment on Meltzer, McNulty, Jackson, & Karney (2014). Journal of Personality and 

Social Psychology, 106, 429-434. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., & Eastwick, P. W. (2013). Sex differences in succumbing to sexual temptations: A function of 

impulse or control? Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 39, 1620-1633. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2013). The psychology of the pair-bond: Past and future contributions of close relationships 

research to evolutionary psychology. Psychological Inquiry, 24, 183-191. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Hunt, L. L., & Neff, L. A. (2013). External validity, why art thou externally valid? Recent studies 

of attraction provide three theoretical answers. Social and Personality Psychology Compass, 7, 275-288.  

 

Eastwick, P. W., Wilkey, B. M., Finkel, E. J., Lambert, N. M., Fitzsimons, G., Brown, P. C., & Fincham, F. D. 

(2013). Act with authority: Romantic desire at the nexus of power possessed and power perceived. Journal of 

Experimental Social Psychology, 49, 267-271.  

 

Luchies, L. B., Wieselquist, J., Rusbult, C. E., Kumashiro, M., Eastwick, P. W., Coolsen, M. K. & Finkel, E. J., 

(2013). Trust and biased memory of transgressions in romantic relationships. Journal of Personality and Social 

Psychology, 104, 673-694. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., Eastwick, P. W., & Finkel, E. J. (2013). Perceived, not actual, similarity predicts initial attraction in 

a live romantic context: Evidence from the speed-dating paradigm. Personal Relationships, 20, 199-215. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., & Neff, L. A. (2012). Do ideal partner preferences predict divorce? A tale of two metrics. Social 

Psychological and Personality Science, 3, 667-674. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2012). The evolutionary armistice: Attachment bonds moderate the function of 

ovulatory cycle adaptations. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 38, 174-184. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., Karney, B. R., Reis, H. T., & Sprecher, S. (2012). Online dating: A critical analysis 

from the perspective of psychological science. Psychological Science in the Public Interest, 13, 3-66. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Eagly, A. H., Finkel, E. J., & Johnson, S. E. (2011). Implicit and explicit preferences for physical 

attractiveness in a romantic partner: A double dissociation in predictive validity. Journal of Personality and 

Social Psychology, 101, 993-1011. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., & Eagly, A. H. (2011). When and why do ideal partner preferences affect the process 

of initiating and maintaining romantic relationships? Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 101, 1012-

1032. 

 

Reis, H. T., Maniaci, M. R., Caprariello, P. A., Eastwick, P. W., & Finkel, E. J. (2011). Familiarity does indeed 

promote attraction in live interaction. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 101, 557-570. 

 

Reis, H. T., Maniaci, M. R., Caprariello, P. A., Eastwick, P. W., & Finkel, E. J. (2011). In live interaction, does 

familiarity promote attraction or contempt? A reply to Norton, Frost, & Ariely, (2011). Journal of Personality 

and Social Psychology, 101, 575-578. 



 

Ireland, M. E., Slatcher, R. B., Eastwick, P. W., Scissors, L. E., Finkel, E. J., & Pennebaker, J. W. (2011). Language 

style matching predicts relationship initiation and stability. Psychological Science, 22, 39-44. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Saigal, S. D., & Finkel, E. J. (2010). Smooth operating: A structural analysis of social behavior 

(SASB) perspective on initial romantic encounters. Social Psychological and Personality Science, 1, 344-352. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2009). Beyond the Pleistocene: Using phylogeny and constraint to inform the evolutionary 

psychology of human mating. Psychological Bulletin, 135, 794-821. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Richeson, J. A., Son, D., & Finkel, E. J. (2009). Is love colorblind? Political orientation and 

interracial romantic desire. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 35, 1258-1268. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Gardner, W. L. (2009). Is it a game? Evidence for social influence in the virtual world. Social 

Influence, 4, 18-32. 

 

Eagly, A. H., Eastwick, P. W., & Johannesen-Schmidt, M. C. (2009). Possible selves in marital roles: The impact of 

the anticipated division of labor on the mate preferences of women and men. Personality and Social 

Psychology Bulletin, 35, 403-414. 

 

Finkel, E. J. & Eastwick, P. W. (2009). Arbitrary social norms influence sex differences in romantic selectivity. 

Psychological Science, 20, 1290-1295. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2008). The attachment system in fledgling relationships: An activating role for 

attachment anxiety. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 95, 628-647. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Sex differences in mate preferences revisited: Do people know what they 

initially desire in a romantic partner? Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 94, 245-264. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., Krishnamurti, T, & Loewenstein, G. (2008).  Mispredicting distress following 

romantic breakup: Revealing the time course of the affective forecasting error. Journal of Experimental Social 

Psychology, 44, 800-807. 

 

Finkel, E. J. & Eastwick, P. W. (2008). Speed-dating. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 17, 193-197. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., Mochon, D., & Ariely, D. (2007). Selective versus unselective romantic desire: Not 

all reciprocity is created equal. Psychological Science, 18, 317-319.  

 

 Reprinted in: Reis, H. T. (2012). Psychology of close relationships (pp. 205-208). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., & Matthews, J. (2007). Speed-dating as an invaluable tool for studying initial 

romantic attraction: A methodological primer. Personal Relationships, 14, 149-166. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Eagly, A. H., Glick, P., Johannesen-Schmidt, M. C., Fiske, S. T., Blum, A. M. B., Eckes, T., 

Freiburger, P., Huang, L., Fernández, M. L., Manganelli, A. M., Pek, J. C. X., Castro, Y. R., Sakalli-Ugurlu, 

N.,  Six-Materna, I., & Volpato, C. (2006). Is traditional gender ideology associated with sex-typed mate 

preferences? A test in nine nations.  Sex Roles, 54, 603-614. 

 
 

 

Book Chapters and Encyclopedia Entries  

 

Finkel, E. J., & Eastwick, P. E. (2015). Interpersonal attraction: In search of a theoretical Rosetta stone. In J. A. 

Simpson & J. F. Dovidio (Eds.), APA Handbook of personality and social psychology, volume 3: Interpersonal 

relations (pp. 179-210). Washington: American Psychological Association. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2013). Cultural influences on attraction. In Jeffry A. Simpson & Lorne Campbell (Eds.), 

Handbook of Close Relationships (pp. 161-182). New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., & Tidwell, N. D. (2013). To pair bond or not: The evolutionary psychological approach to human 

mating. In C. Hazan & M. Campa (Eds.), Human Bonding. (pp. 132-160). New York, NY: Guilford Press.  



 

Hunt, L. L., & Eastwick, P. W. (2013). The uniquely valuable mate. In L. Bormans (Ed.), The World Book of Love 

(262-265). Tielt, Belgium: Lannoo Publishers. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., & Eastwick, P. W. (2013). Mate selection. In K. D. Keith (Ed.) Encyclopedia of Cross-Cultural 

Psychology (855-858). New York: Wiley. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2009). Infatuation. In Harry T. Reis & Susan Sprecher (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 

Human Relationships (pp. 843-846). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2009). Reciprocity of Liking. In Harry T. Reis & Susan Sprecher (Eds.), 

Encyclopedia of Human Relationships (pp. 1333-1336). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

Finkel, E. J. & Eastwick, P. W. (2009). Hard-to-get phenomenon. In Harry T. Reis & Susan Sprecher (Eds.), 

Encyclopedia of Human Relationships (pp. 788-790). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

Finkel, E. J. & Eastwick, P. W. (2009). Speed-dating. In Harry T. Reis & Susan Sprecher (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 

Human Relationships (pp. 1587-1589). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Molden, D. C., Johnson, S. E., & Eastwick, P. W. (2009). Regulatory focus and romantic alternatives. 

In J. P. Forgas, R. F. Baumeister, & D. M. Tice (Eds.), Self-regulation: Cognitive, affective, and motivational 

processes (pp. 319-335). New York: Psychology Press. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Speed-dating as a methodological innovation. The Psychologist, 21, 402-

403. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Speed-dating: A powerful and flexible paradigm for studying romantic 

relationship initiation. In S. Sprecher, A. Wenzel, & J. Harvey (Eds.), The Handbook of Relationship Initiation 

(pp. 217-234). New York, NY: Erlbaum.  

 
 

Manuscripts Under Review or Revising for Resubmission 
 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Harden, K. P., Shukusky, J. A., Morgan, T. A., & Joel, S. (revising for resubmission). Consistency 

and inconsistency among romantic partners over time. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Keneski, E., & Morgan, T. A. (revising for resubmission). The Relationship Coordination and 

Strategic Timing (ReCAST) Model: Integrating close relationships and evolutionary perspectives on 

relationship length. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Morgan, T. A., Graham, L. T., Slotter, E. B., Luchies, L. B., & Finkel, E. J. (revising for 

resubmission). Integrating strategy and stage perspectives on mating: Male physical attractiveness as a test 

case. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Yu, B. R. W., Eastwick, P. W., & McDade, T. W. (revising for resubmission). Testosterone reactivity 

in response to mutual romantic connection: A functional analysis. 

 

Molden, D. C., Finkel, E. J., Johnson, S. E., & Eastwick, P. W. (revising for resubmission). In the eye of the 

motivated beholder: Promotion- and prevention-focused evaluations of romantic alternatives. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., Eastwick, P. W., & Kim, A. (under review). She’s not one of us: Group membership moderates the 

effect of fertility cues on attractiveness ratings. 

 
 

Prominent Media Coverage 
 

 

Tierney, J. (2015, June 29). For couples, time can upend the laws of attraction. The New York Times.  

 

Eastwick, P. W., & Hunt, L. L. (2014, May 18). So you’re not desirable...In romance, it may not actually matter. 

The New York Times Opinion 



 

Slater, D. (2013, January 12). Darwin was wrong about dating. The New York Times Opinion. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., Karney, B. R., Reis, H. T., & Sprecher, S. (2012). Dating in a digital world: 

Understanding the psychology of online dating can turn a frustrating experience into a fruitful mission. 

Scientific American Mind, September/October, 26-33. 

 

Wortham, J. (2012, April 7). Taking a chance on love, and algorithms. The New York Times.  

 

Finkel, E. J., & Karney, B. R. (2012, February 12). The dubious science of online dating. New York Times Opinion. 

 

Kaplan, M. (2012, February 11). The modern matchmakers. The Economist.  

 

Khan, A. (2012, February 8). Online dating’s promise – and pitfalls. Los Angeles Times. 

 

Wang, S. (2012, February 6). Online dating isn’t the likely route to Mr. or Ms. Right: Study. The Wall Street 

Journal. 

 

McCarthy, E. (2012, February 5). Online dating has pros and cons, meta-analysis says. The Washington Post.  

 

Bullington, J. (2012, January 6). Who are we attracted to? NU study says we can’t say. Chicago Tribune. 

 

Chan, A. (2011, November 16). What you want in a mate may not actually be what you want, study suggests. 

Huffington Post.  

 

Parker-Pope, T. (2011, October 27). Can romance be reduced to pronouns? The New York Times. 

 

Arnquist, S. (2009, July 7). Testing evolution’s role in finding a mate. The New York Times. 

 

Bower, B. (2009, February 14). The dating go round. ScienceNews.  

 

Blitstein, R. (2008, June 29). I think I love you. Chicago Tribune Magazine.  

 

Kaplan, M. (2008, February 14). You have 4 minutes to choose your perfect mate. Nature, 451, 760-762. 

 

Springen, K. (2008, February 14). The real laws of attraction. Newsweek.   

 

Mozes, A. (2007, August 28). Breaking up is not so hard to do. The Washington Post.  

 

Tierney, J. (2007, April 10). Romantic revulsion in the new century: Flaw-o-matic 2.0. The New York Times.  

 
 

Conference Activities and Presentations 
 

 

Conferences Organized 

The Close Relationships preconference associated with the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology (SPSP), 2010, 2011, 2012 
 

Conference Symposia Chaired 

 

Hunt, L. L., & Eastwick, P. W. (2016). How do initial impressions vary across photographs, videos, and live 

interactions? Paper presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) Annual Meeting, San 

Diego, CA. Symposium Title: From the bedroom to the kitchen table: Common pathways that guide appetites for 

food and mates, co-chaired with Kristina Durante. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Hunt, L. L. (2014). Relational mate value: Consensus and uniqueness in romantic evaluations. 

Paper presented at the Society for Experimental Social Psychology Annual Conference, Columbus, OH. 

Symposium Title: When does consensus emerge, and why does it matter? Social, personality, and evolutionary 

perspectives. 

 



Eastwick, P. W., Eagly, A. H., Finkel, E. J., & Johnson, S. E. (2011). Implicit and explicit preferences for physical 

attractiveness in a romantic partner: A double dissociation in predictive validity. Paper presented at the Society 

for Experimental Social Psychology Annual Conference, Washington, DC.  Symposium Title: The heart has 

reasons which reason knows nothing of: Implicit evaluations in relationships. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2010). The evolutionary armistice: Attachment bonds moderate the function of 

ovulatory cycle adaptations. Paper presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual 

Conference, Las Vegas, NV. Symposium Title: The biology of the attachment bond. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2007). Sex differences in mate preferences revisited: Do people really know what 

they desire in a romantic partner? Paper presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual 

Conference, Memphis, TN. Symposium Title: Life and love in the 21
st
 century: Using speed, online, and virtual 

dating to understand attraction and romantic relationships, co-chaired with Christopher Olivola. 
 

Conference Paper Presentations – Invited Talks 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2016). Summarized and functional preferences. Paper presented at the Duck Conference on Social 

Cognition, Duck, NC. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2016). The joy of competing perspectives: Evolutionary psychology and relationship science. 

Paper presented at the Close Relationships Pre-Conference at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

Annual Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Smith, L., & Ledgerwood, A. (2015). Attitudes toward attributes in a mate: How do people infer 

summarized from functional preferences? Paper presented at Northwestern University, Evanston, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., & Smith, L. (2015). How do people infer stated preferences from revealed preferences? Paper 

presented at the Person Memory Interest Group (PMIG) Annual Conference, Estes Park, CO. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2015). The predictive validity of ideal partner preferences. Paper presented at the University of 

Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2015). The predictive validity of ideal partner preferences. Paper presented at the University of 

Indiana, Bloomington, IN. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2014). The predictive validity of ideal partner preferences. Paper presented at the University of 

Washington, Seattle, WA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2014). Why do stated preferences fail to correspond to revealed preferences? Paper presented at 

the Duck Conference on Social Cognition, Duck, NC. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2014). How do sex differences fit into the ideal partner preference puzzle? Paper presented at the 

Relationships Preconference at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP), Austin, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2013). The predictive validity of ideal partner preferences. Paper presented at the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Champaign, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Morgan, T. A., Graham, L. T., & Neff, L. A. (2013). Can we integrate stage models and strategy 

models of mating? Male physical attractiveness as a test case. Paper presented at the VUW Interdisciplinary 

Conference on Intimate Relationships, Wellington, New Zealand.  

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2013). The predictive validity of ideal partner preferences: A review and meta-analysis. Paper 

presented at the Midwestern Psychological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2012). How strongly do physical attractiveness and earning prospects predict romantic 

evaluations? A meta-analysis. Paper presented at the Relationships Preconference at the Society of 

Experimental Social Psychology Annual Conference, Austin, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2012). Predictive Validity of Explicit and Implicit Romantic Partner Preferences. Paper presented 

at the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, Chicago, IL. 



 

Eastwick, P. W. (2012). Online dating: A view from the perspective of psychological science. Guest lecture for 

Statistics 105 (Fall), Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2012). Online dating: A view from the perspective of psychological science. Paper presented at 

Texas A&M University, College Station, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2012). Constrained mating theory: Using the timeline of human evolution to understand romantic 

relationships. Paper presented at the University of Texas (School of Human Ecology), Austin, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2012). Online dating: A view from the perspective of psychological science. Paper presented at the 

University of Texas (Psychology Department, Clinical Area), Austin, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2011). Statistics and your love life. Guest lecture for Statistics 105 (Fall), Harvard University, 

Cambridge, MA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2011). Do men and women differ in impulse strength or inhibitory ability in the sexual domain? 

Paper presented at the Duck Conference on Social Cognition, Duck, NC. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). Statistics and your love life. Guest lecture for Statistics 105 (Fall), Harvard University, 

Cambridge, MA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). Predictive Validity of Explicit and Implicit Romantic Partner Preferences. Paper presented 

at the Duck Conference on Social Cognition, Duck, NC. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). Discussant at the Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention, Boston, MA. 

Symposium Title: What's Love Got to Do With It? Attraction, Evolution and Sex.  

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). Predictive Validity of Explicit and Implicit Romantic Partner Preferences. Paper presented 

at the University of Texas (Psychology Department, Social Area), Austin, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). Predictive Validity of Explicit and Implicit Romantic Partner Preferences. Paper presented 

at the Miami University, Oxford, OH. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). A Phylogenetic Evolutionary Psychological Approach to Human Mating. Paper presented 

at the University of Texas (School of Human Ecology), Austin, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). Statistics and your love life. Guest lecture for Statistics 105 (Spring), Harvard University, 

Cambridge, MA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2010). Implicit Versus Explicit Romantic Partner Preferences for Physical Attractiveness. Paper 

presented at the Social Psychologists in Texas Annual Conference, Arlington, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2009). Back to the future: Speed-dating and its contributions to the initial attraction renaissance. 

Paper presented at the Bowling Green State University Spring Symposium: Sexual and Romantic Relationships 

in Emerging Adulthood, Bowling Green, OH. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2008). Do ideal partner preferences direct initial romantic attraction? Paper presented at the 

University of Toronto, Scarborough, ON. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2008). Do ideal partner preferences direct initial romantic attraction? Paper presented at Texas 

A&M University, College Station, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2008). Do ideal partner preferences direct initial romantic attraction? Paper presented at Yale 

University, New Haven, CT. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2008). Do ideal partner preferences direct initial romantic attraction? Paper presented at the 

University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA. 

 



Eastwick, P. W. (2008). Do ideal partner preferences direct initial romantic attraction? Paper presented at the 

Relationships Preconference at the Society of Experimental Social Psychology Annual Conference, 

Sacramento, CA. 

 

Eastwick, P. E., & Finkel, E. J. (2007). Do men and women show evidence of reciprocal liking while speed-dating? 

Paper presented at the Social Relations Modeling Approaches to Intergroup Relations Conference, Storrs, CT. 

 

Finkel, E. J., & Eastwick, P. W. (2007). Back to the future: Speed-dating procedures at the vanguard of the initial 

romantic attraction Renaissance. Paper presented at the Close Relationships Pre-Conference at the Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, Memphis, TN. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2005). Selective romantic attraction as aphrodisiac: The discerning social psyche 

on a speed-date. Paper presented at the Princeton Symposium on Modern Research Methods in Attraction and 

Close Relationships, Princeton, NJ. 
 

Conference Paper Presentations – Symposium Talks 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., & Reis, H. T. (2016). Replicability and other features of a high-quality science: 

Toward a balanced and empirical approach. Paper to be presented at the Society for Experimental Social 

Psychology (SESP) Annual Meeting, Santa Monica, CA.  

 

Eastwick, P. W., Harden, K. P., Shukusky, J. A., & Morgan, T. A. (2016). Do people have a type? Consistency and 

inconsistency in romantic partner choice. Paper presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

(SPSP) Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2015). Interviewing and giving a killer job talk. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP), Long Beach, CA. 

 

Keneski, E. R., & Eastwick, P. W. (2015). When do I know if my relationship is short-term or long-term? Insights 

from the ReCAST model. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology (SPSP), Long Beach, CA. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., & Eastwick, P. W. (2015). When evolutionary timing matters: Adaptive workarounds and ovulatory 

shift effects. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

(SPSP), Long Beach, CA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. (2014). The context surrounding romantic evaluations: Research paradigm matters. Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP), Austin, TX. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Yu, B. R. W., Eastwick, P. W., & McDade, T. W. (2013). Testosterone reactivity in response to 

mutual romantic connection. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology (SPSP), New Orleans, LA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Eagly, A. H., Finkel, E. J., & Johnson, S. E. (2012). Implicit and explicit preferences for physical 

attractiveness in a romantic partner: A double dissociation in predictive validity. Paper presented at the 

International Association for Relationship Research Biannual Conference, Chicago, IL.  

 

Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., & Tidwell, N. D. (2012). Upon further review, (actual) similarity is a poor predictor 

of interpersonal attraction: Theoretical review, empirical evidence, and implications for commercial mating 

algorithms. Paper presented at the International Association for Relationship Research Biannual Conference, 

Chicago, IL.  

 

Hunt, L. L., & Eastwick, P. W. (2012). A relational approach to mate value. Paper presented at the International 

Association for Relationship Research Biannual Conference, Chicago, IL.  

 

Maniaci, M. R., Reis, H. T., Caprariello, P. A., Eastwick, P. W., & Finkel, E. J. (2012). Reconsidering the role of 

familiarity in interpersonal attraction. Paper presented at the International Association for Relationship 

Research Biannual Conference, Chicago, IL.  

 



Tidwell, N. D., Eastwick, P. W., & Finkel, E. J. (2012). Sex differences in succumbing to sexual temptations: A 

function of impulse or control? Paper presented at the International Association for Relationship Research 

Biannual Conference, Chicago, IL.  

 

Duffy, C. W., Finkel, E. J., & Eastwick, P. W. (2011). The social psychology of romantic charisma. Paper presented 

at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP), San Antonio, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2010) The evolutionary armistice: Attachment bonds moderate the function of 

ovulatory cycle adaptations. Paper presented at the International Association for Relationship Research 

Biannual Conference, Herzliya, Israel.  

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2010). Social psychological theory applied to romantic attraction. Paper presented 

at the International Society for the Study of Behavioural Development Biennial Congress, Lusaka, Zambia. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2009). The evolutionary armistice: Attachment bonds moderate ovulatory cycle 

effects. Paper presented at the Midwestern Psychological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

Olivola, C.Y., Eastwick, P.W., Finkel, E., Hortaçu, A., Ariely, D., & Todorov, A.  (2009). Fooled by first 

impressions: Re-considering the validity of appearance-based trait inferences.  Paper presented at the Society 

for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, Tampa, FL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Romantic relationship initiation is motivated in part by normative 

attachment processes. Paper presented at the Society of Experimental Social Psychology Annual Conference, 

Sacramento, CA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Sex differences in mate preferences revisited. Paper presented at the 

Midwestern Psychological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Richeson, J. A., & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Is love colorblind? Political orientation and interracial 

romantic desire. Paper presented at the Midwestern Psychological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, 

IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Richeson, J. A., & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Is love colorblind? Political orientation and interracial 

romantic desire. Paper presented at the Northwestern/University of Chicago Graduate Psychology Symposium, 

Chicago, IL. 

 

Finkel, E. J., Molden, D. C., Johnson, S. E., & Eastwick, P. W. (2008). In the eye of the motivated beholder: 

Promotion- and prevention-focused evaluations of romantic alternatives. Paper presented at the Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, Albuquerque, NM. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2007). Sex differences in mate preferences revisited. Paper presented at the 

Midwestern Psychological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2007). Activating the attachment system in developing relationships: An Activating 

Role for Attachment Anxiety. Paper presented at the Northwestern/University of Chicago Graduate Psychology 

Symposium, Evanston, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2006). If I am romantically interested in you, will you reciprocate? Yes, but…. 

Paper presented at the Midwestern Psychological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2006). Do people know what they want in a romantic partner? Paper presented at 

the Northwestern/University of Chicago Graduate Psychology Symposium, Chicago, IL. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2006). Activating the attachment system in developing relationships: Anxiety is 

associated with positive outcomes in a partner-specific context. Paper presented at the Society for Personality 

and Social Psychology Annual Conference, Palm Springs, CA. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2005). Romantic infatuation and attachment anxiety in developing relationships. 

Paper presented at the Midwestern Psychological Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 



Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2005). Romantic infatuation and attachment anxiety in developing relationships. 

Paper presented at the Northwestern/University of Chicago Graduate Psychology Symposium, Evanston, IL. 

 

Conference Paper Presentations – Posters 

 

Hunt, L. L., Eastwick, P. W., & Finkel, E. J. (2015). Leveling the playing field: Acquaintance length reduces 

assortative mating on attractiveness.. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

Annual Conference, Long Beach, CA. 

 

Wilkey, B. M., Eastwick, P. W., Davis, W., & Hicks, J.  (2015). The adaptive relationship: How relationships may 

facilitate knowledge and skill acquisition. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

Annual Conference, Long Beach, CA. 

 

Hunt, L. L., & Eastwick, P. W. (2014). A photo is worth a thousand profile words? A social relations model 

comparison of online dating formats. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

Annual Conference, Austin, TX. 

 

Morgan, T. A., & Eastwick, P. W. (2014). Can we integrate stage models and strategy models of mating? Male 

physical attractiveness as a test case. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology 

Annual Conference, Austin, TX. 

 

Wilkey, B. M., & Eastwick, P. W. (2014). I just see sex in our future: An examination of unrestricted sociosexuality 

as a low-investment strategy. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual 

Conference, Austin, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Luchies, L. B., Finkel, E. J, & Hunt, L. L. (2013) How strongly do physical attractiveness and 

earning prospects predict romantic evaluations for men and women? A meta-analysis. Poster presented at the 

Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Hunt, L. L., & Eastwick, P. W. (2013). How do I look? Impressions of photographs and interaction partners. Poster 

presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., & Eastwick, P. W. (2013). She’s not one of us: Group membership moderates the effect of fertility 

cues on attractiveness ratings. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual 

Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Wilkey, B. M. & Eastwick, P. W. (2013). How much should I invest and for how long? A reexamination of the 

short-term vs. long-term distinction in evolutionary psychology. Poster presented at the Society for Personality 

and Social Psychology Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Hunt, L. L., & Eastwick, P. W. (2012). A relational approach to mate value. Poster presented at the Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., & Eastwick, P. W. (2012). Testing the similarity-attraction link in a live romantic context: 

Perceived similarity predicts initial attraction, but actual similarity does not. Poster presented at the Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

Wilkey, B., & Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., Lambert, N., Fitzsimons, G., Brown, P., & Fincham, F. (2012). I like it 

when you act like a leader: A role congruity account of romantic desire for powerful opposite-sex partners. 

Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

Tidwell, N. D., & Eastwick, P. W. (2011). Self-regulation and the failure of sexual control: Do the sexes differ in 

regulatory ability? Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, 

San Antonio, TX. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2009). But he looked so good on paper: Ideal romantic partner preferences and 

attraction to live potential romantic partners. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology Annual Conference, Tampa, FL. 

 



Eastwick, P. W. & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Do sex-differentiated ideal partner preferences direct initial romantic 

attraction? Poster presented at the Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention, Chicago, IL. 

 

Olivola, C. Y., Hortaçsu, A., Ariely, D., Eastwick, P. W., Finkel, E. J., & Todorov, A. (2008). Fooled by first 

impressions: Do appearance-based spontaneous trait inferences predict objective characteristics? Poster 

presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, Albuquerque, NM. 

 

Eastwick, P. W., Richeson, J. A., & Finkel, E. J. (2008). Is love colorblind? Political orientation moderates cross-

race romantic desire. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual 

Conference, Albuquerque, NM. 

 

Eastwick, P. W. & Gardner, W. L. (2005). The rules don’t apply?  Social psychology classics replicated in the 

virtual world. Poster presented at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, New 

Orleans, LA. 

 

Green, A. S., Rafaeli, E., Eastwick, P. W., Bolger, N., & Shrout, P. E. (2003). Paper or Plastic: Do paper and 

pencil versus electronic diaries produce different results?  Poster presented at the Society for Personality and 

Social Psychology Annual Conference, Los Angeles, CA. 

 

 

 
 

Teaching and Advising 
 

 

Courses Taught (University of Texas at Austin) 

Undergraduate-Level Courses  
HDF 378k: Evolution of Relationships (Spring 2013 – 50 students) 

HDF 356: Evolution of Relationships (Fall 2013 – 84 students) 

HDF 356: Evolution of Relationships (Fall 2014 – 107 students) 

HDF 356: Evolution of Relationships (Fall 2015 – 92 students) 

 

Graduate-Level Courses 
HDF 394: Evolutionary Interpersonal Relationships (Spring 2014 – 13 students) 

 

Courses Taught (Texas A&M University) 

Undergraduate-Level Courses  
Psyc 289: Attraction and Close Relationships (Fall 2011 – 140 students) 

Psyc 107: Introduction to Psychology (Spring 2011 – 98 students) 

Psyc 489: Attraction and Close Relationships (Fall 2010 – 38 students) 

 

 Graduate-Level Courses 
Psyc 689: Close Relationships (Spring 2012 – 8 students) 

Psyc 689: Close Relationships (Spring 2010 – 6 students) 

 

Courses Taught (Northwestern University) 

Undergraduate-Level Courses 

Close Relationships (Summer 2006, Summer 2008, Fall 2008) 

 

Teaching Assistant 

Undergraduate-Level Courses 
Introduction to Psychology, Dr. Eli Finkel (Spring 2004) 

Social Psychology, Dr. Wendi Gardner (Winter 2004) 
 

 

 

 

  



Research Mentoring 

Advisees 
Advisor to Ph.D. graduate student Jennifer Shukusky (2013-present) 

Advisor to Ph.D. graduate student Leigh Smith (2013-present) 

Advisor to Ph.D. graduate student Lucy Hunt (2010-present) 

Advisor to Ph.D. graduate student Brian Wilkey (2010-2016) 

Advisor to Ph.D. graduate student Natasha Tidwell (2009-2014) 

Advisor to senior honors project for Tatum Jolink (2014-2015) 

Co-advisor to senior honors project for Rita Biagioli (2008-2009) 

Co-advisor to senior honors project for Deborah Son (2007-2008) 

Co-advisor to senior honors project for Ashley Mason (2005-2006) 

Research Experience for Undergraduates – Graduate Mentor (Summer, 2004)   

 

Graduate Student Committee Chair 
Brian Wilkey, 2012 (Masters) 

Brian Wilkey, 2016 (Dissertation) 

Jennifer Shukusky, 2015 (Masters) 

 

Graduate Student Committee Member 
Leigh Smith, 2016 (Masters) 

Elizabeth Keneski, 2016 (Dissertation) 

Taru Flagan, 2016 (Dissertation) 

Gili Freedman, 2015 (Dissertation) 

Diana Orozco-Lapray, 2014 (Masters) 

Brittany Wright, 2014 (Dissertation) 

Natasha Tidwell, 2014 (Dissertation) 

Cari Goetz, 2014 (Dissertation) 

Adam West, 2013 (Dissertation) 

Elizabeth Keneski, 2013 (Masters) 

Patrick Tennant, 2013 (Masters) 

Christina Balderrama-Durbin, 2012 (Dissertation) 

Ana Ramirez, 2012 (Dissertation) 

Jamie Rentfro, 2011 (Masters)  

 
 

Other Funding & Training 
 

 

Research-Related Grants 

Northwestern University Research Grants Committee (2007) – Tracking the Development of Fledgling 

Relationships over Time. Co-authored with Dr. Eli Finkel.  Funding: $5000. 

Northwestern University Research Grants Committee (2006) – The Second Northwestern Speed-Dating Study: 

Raising the Bar with Videotaping Procedures and Biological Measures. Co-authored with Dr. Eli Finkel.  

Funding: $5000. 

SPSP Student Travel Award (2006).  Funding: $300. 

Northwestern University Research Grants Committee (2005) – Internet Dating: The Northwestern Speed-Dating 

Project. Co-authored with Dr. Eli Finkel.  Funding: $4950. 

Northwestern University Graduate Research Grant (2005) – Empathic Accuracy in Dating Couples. Funding: 

$1500. 

SMEP Travel fellowship (2004).  Funding: $450. 

Cornell University Dean’s Scholar Research Grant (2000) – Variety and Consistency in the Creative Process. 

Funding: $2500. 

 

Training Workshops Attended 

Social Relations Model (SRM) statistical training institute with David Kenny (2005) 

SSI Structural Equation Modeling workshop, Chicago, IL (2004) 



   

Professional Service 
 

 

Associate Editor Positions 

2015-present Psychological Bulletin 

 

Editorial Board Positions 

2014-present Journal of Social and Personal Relationships 

2012-present Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 

2012-present Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 

2011-present Social Psychological and Personality Science  

2009-present Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 

 

Ad Hoc Reviewer 

National Science Foundation 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council  

 of Canada 

German Research Foundation (DFG) 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 

Psychological Bulletin 

Psychological Review  

American Psychologist 

Psychological Science 

Personality and Social Psychology Review 

Journal of Consumer Research 

European Journal of Social Psychology 

Journal of Personality 

Journal of Research in Personality 

Current Directions in Psychological Science 

Emotion 

British Journal of Social Psychology 

Social Cognition 

 

Group Processes and Intergroup Relations 

Social and Personality Psychology Compass 

Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology 

Personal Relationships 

Journal of Social and Personal Relationships 

Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication 

Basic and Applied Social Psychology 

PLoS ONE 

Sage Open 

Social Influence 

Sex Roles 

Psychology of Women Quarterly 

Leadership Quarterly 

Evolutionary Psychology 

Journal of Family Issues 

Social Psychology (Zeitschrift für Sozialpsychologie) 

Social Psychology Quarterly 

International Journal of Psychology 

Other Service 

SPSP Student Travel Awards Evaluation Committee, 2011, 2014 

SPSP Preconference Task Force, 2013 

IARR Awards Committee, 2015-2016 

SESP Dissertation Award Committee, 2016 

 

Membership in Professional Organizations 

Society of Experimental Social Psychology (SESP) 

American Psychology Association (APA) 

American Psychological Society (APS) 

Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) 

International Association for Relationship Research 

(IARR) 

 
 

Professional References 
 

 

Alice H. Eagly Professor, Psychology Northwestern University 

 Email: eagly@northwestern.edu 2029 Sheridan Road 

 Telephone: (847) 467-5026 Evanston, IL 60208-2710 

   

Eli J. Finkel Professor, Psychology Northwestern University 

 Email: finkel@northwestern.edu 2029 Sheridan Road 

 Telephone: (847) 491-3212 Evanston, IL 60208-2710 

   

Jeffry A. Simpson Professor, Psychology University of Minnesota 

 Email: simps108@umn.edu S354 Elliott Hall 

 Telephone: (612) 626-0025 Minneapolis, MN 55455  


